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“I can’t thank them enot

ow many professionals can say they make a positive
difference every day? Emergency health care providers can,
every time they lace up their shoes and go to work. The
stories below are just a few of the thousands of EMS calls
and emergency room visits that happen every day across the state.
In honor of Texas EMS Week, Trauma Awareness Month and Stroke
Awareness Month, we salule those who make a difference.

Chrintopher Santana

well, The Jenkios extended family made an
Date: November 21, 2007 anmual trap to Litopia each vear the week of
First responders: Utapla Volanicer EMS Ianksgiving, and as usil, 1hey had taken
and San Antonko Alrlife

atrwl nds, Though Chastopher, then 17,
had becn bosm with cerebral palsy and had

When Canolyn Jenkens forst lookod o her been diagnosed woith mild retardation and

igared soe, Chins, she prepased herselT foe

audism, be had expenence mding horses. Hut
the worst, Beop it iogather. she told herself, when ancther borse took off for the stahle,
vou"re about 1o watch him die Chae’s horse followed, Even though Canolyn
The day nding hoeses had staned out

was rleng Beband Chins, she sl
ursure whelher Chos simply fost
his balance or was knocked ofT by

a branch. Fenkins watchad her son
1 f2ll ond pet dragged along the nochy
'-I Hall Ciosamey: traal, s oot caapht
1 .

if a sturup as the horse contimmied
g rusming loward the stable. When
, ¢ bt e she reached him, she saw that
i indentions covered his skull,
soame as deep as an inch, She
velled for someoas 30 call 9-0-1
“He was trving 10 push
himsel§ up amd blood was going
everywhere. He was obvinusly
in m stwie whene he was going
o degrade very quackly,”
Jenkims says. “The huge
mnddention on his forchend was
starting e awell”
Litogpia Molumeer
EMS armved and quigkiy
did an ssscssmenl, made

v Kelly Harrell
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s il cuh bedause of Chan' normal
comimenicatson ises. Although he can heas,
Chins had used sign Lingaage until be was
seven years ofd.

1 kmow it"s their job, but they wore so
good about listening 1o me when 1 todd thom
ey coulda’t do an assesament based on a
moemal | T-yecar-old,” Jenkins savs, “The crew
was o wonderfial.”

With Jenkemms's Belp. the crow was able
tor (rgune ot what was goang on. Utogis
medacs called for San Antonio Aarlife and
rrande & phone call o medacal director Ana
Hurgardt, M), 1o make sure they were doang
eventhing they could in the fickd. Crews
quickly packaged Chris and took him to
micel the helwopder. Chns was floswn to San
Antamie, whene doctors ol the Jonkiss that
gavem the seventy of Chos™s smungs, he
eight =t live, Bat Chres had Goed seemengly
smsurmountable challenges sinde be was a
baby and he proved the doctors wromg once
again. A week Luter, the famuly deove Chns
b w0 Houston, He still faced physical
and cooupation therapry, and he later fought
an infection in some ransplanicd bone,
bt today he™s back to has old self. Last
waar, the Jenkmmses met with Ultopia
WVEMS mweds w0 saw thanks, wdroduce
them 1o Chroatopdser 2o 10 make a2 S1000
= ST

W shwolutely Lnow that without
them, Chnstopher would not have Inved.
Ihen | found oot they “re all volunteers,”
Yerdins says. “l cannot as a parent thank
them enough for what they give up so
someone like me doesn™t have o give
up her son,™
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